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PREFACE

This meanuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Akbar Etemad
with Issa Pejman in Paris, France, in May, 1983.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, eonversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars acecredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Issa Pejman was born in Sanandaj. He entered the Officer Training
College in 1944. He began his work with counter-intelligence by infil-
trating the newly organized Tudeh network among the officers at the
college. He continued intelligence work after graduation. Later,
he was appointed to the Kurdish section of SAVAK where his Kurdish
background provided unusual access and contacts among various Kurdish
groups. He was sent to Iraq to establish contact with the Iraqi Kurds.

During his stay in Iraq he had occasion to accompany Teymour
Bakhtiar in his travels and meetings in that country. On returning
to Iran he was transfered to the Police Force where he headed the
intelligence section. He was given tasks which were parallel to
SAVAK programs, among them activities to counteract and destroy
Bakhtiar's opposition to the regime,

Issa Pejman's recollections shed light on subjects which due to
their confidentiality have thus far remained unknown to researchers
interested in contemporary Iranian politics and history. His rela-
tionships with security and police chiefs and his direct contact with
the Shah demonstrate the attitude of certain personalities who ten~
ded to put matters of personal power and inter-agency rivalry above
national security interests.

Golonel Pejman's memoir gives first hand information concerning
the role of Iran in the Kurdish activities in Iraq, events leading
to the Iraqi revolution, and generally the problems of Kurdish
autonomy as addressed and sometimes used by the leaders of the two
countries.
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